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NOTE:  Where a light vehicle is required to be certified to the Low Volume Vehicle Code, but the 
modification or construction date precedes the dates specified in 1.1(1), a low volume 
vehicle certifier must ensure that the vehicle meets the general safety requirements 
contained in 2.1 of this standard, and should use the applicable technical requirements of 
section 2 of this standard as a guideline upon which to base his or her judgements on the 
safety of the vehicle. 
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NOTE: The requirements specified in 2.1(1) are selected from 2.3.1 of Part 2 of the Low Volume 
Vehicle Code, reproduced here in the interest of convenience. 
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NOTE: Provided that an overlay is completely clear with no colouring or tinting, as is the case with 
most commercially manufactured adhesive protective overlays, the requirements specified 
in 2.1(14) will be met. 
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NOTE:  Headlamps are the most important part of a low volume vehicle’s lighting system, as they 
affect the driver’s vision, the vehicle’s conspicuity, and oncoming motorists’ ability to see 
without being dazzled.  As such, there can be no compromises in relation to headlamps on 
a low volume vehicle for any reason. 

� 6��*	���%�
	��������

���'�)� ����&�2������2����������
�4��	�

���&�
����� ��
����	������� 4�
��
��
��
�����

���'�)� �� ��&�2������2������� ��� ��
� ��������� 
��4�� 	� 

���&�
�� �
�� 4�
��
��
��
��� 3�4�
� �	� 	�

��3� �
�� �
2�� ���� ��� 
&�� �
���� �	� �
�� 4� 
��
��
��
�����



�������������	
�����
��������������������������
��� 
�����	
�
�����  ����=��!�"��

#��������	
�����
���������
�����$$��
��
����%��&�� � ���'����������

� ,�������%�
	��������

���'�)� =���� ����

��3� 
� ��
��
��� 
�

� ��� 	�

��� 
�� 
 � ��&�2������2�������
���
����
�
�4�
���	���!�
�
�

������4�

�
�
����&�� 
�����
�4����

� -������������%�
	��������

���'�)� ���
����	���
��
����
�

�
���	�

���
��
���&�2 ������2����������
�4�6� �

� '
)  ����
������

�
���	���
��	�
���2������7�
���

� '4) �����
���
����
��
�!����

� -������������%�
	�������������
����	��

���'$)� �� �
��� �	� ������ 4�
�� ��
��
���� 	�

��� 
�� 
� � �&� 2������ 2�������
���
�4������
���������
�����>��

����
��3�

�
�&��
� ��	���
���6�

� '
)  ��� 	��
���� ��4�
��� 
�
�� �**� ��� 	���� 
��� ��
�� ���
� �
�
�
�	�
���2������7����

� '4) ���
����
����	�
���&�2������2�������
�

���������
� 
����**����
���&��
�3���������
�
���**����
�
�
7����

� '�)  ��� 
��� �
��� �	� 
� ��&� 2������ 2������� &����� 4���� ���� !��
�
(��� 
����2��!� �&��"���� � ����
�
��
�3� ��� ����� 
�
��$**� ���

�
�
7����

� '�)  ��� 
��� �
��� �	� 
� 2������� 	��� &����� 
� 2
���� :00� ��
�� ��
��
8
����������4��
���5�&�?�
�
�����
�+���������

����' @��)�
�
��4���� ������� 
�

� �����	����A���!�
��� �/���
���B3 � �������

�� 
��� 2��
��
�� ���
������� �	� 
��� 
�C
���
� 
���� 
�
�� 
�� 
���
���!�
����
�����
��������	�
���2��������

NOTE 1:  2.2(6)(d) means that the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the tyre is less than 
the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the vehicle. 

NOTE 2:  All lamps fitted to a low volume vehicle must be positioned as far toward the outer edges 
of the vehicle as practicable, so as to reasonably indicate to other road users at night, 
the approximate width of the vehicle. 
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NOTE:  A modified production low volume vehicle may be fitted with a main-beam warning light of 
any colour, provided that the light was fitted as original equipment by the vehicle 
manufacturer. 
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NOTE: A low volume vehicle certifier may accept receipt of documented evidence that the vehicle 
has been approved for a WOF or COF by an Authorised Vehicle Inspector as verification of 
compliance with 2.2(15) and 2.2(16), particularly in relation to dip angle. 

� 5	���������
����		�������#	������������

���'��)� �� 	��
���
� 4��4� ��� ��!� ��
����
�� !
�� �����
 �!�� ��
��
��� �
�� 4��
	�

��� 
�� 
� ��&� 2������ 2������3� ���2����� 
�

� 
��� �
 ��� ����� ���
���2���
���������&�
��
����������������	�
���	����&��! �
����2���
�

��
����4����
������������

��!�
���
�����
4����

��
 �����
�(��!��
���
�����
��
�������3����
����!���
�������������

����� �����
���
�2������6�

� '
)  >5?�,��(��	���
����	
/��$��-��-�=-���-�+�-�4=-����- �
��� ��+ 7�
���

� '4) �	�������,�	��
��@
����
2��<"?<"�?��, 7����

� '�)  �	$����
���@�$
���(	�����@(��*< 7����

� '�)  A�������'��������
������!��0�����������A'�������= 7����

� '�)  �����
�������������!���B�����
�$��C����� 7����

� '	)  C�����$��%��	$��
�������������C%���@���*� 
�� �@���� ��

NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.2(17)(d). 



�������������	
�����
��������������������������
��� 
�����	
�
�����  ��������!�"��

#��������	
�����
���������
�����$$��
��
����%��&�� � ���'����������

� 5	�������������	��%���������������#	
���	��

���'�,)� ��	��
���
�4��4���
��
���
�

��������
����
 �
��
����2����

��
���
�����	���� ��� �&���<� � �
�� 4�� 	�

��� 
�� 
� ����	���� ������
���� ��&�
2������ 2������3� ��� 
� ���

�� 4���
� A���
����� ������
B� ��&� 2������
2������3����2�����
�

�
����
�������6�

� '
)  ��
���6�

� '�) &
�� 	�

��� 
�� 
� ������
���� 2������� 
�� ���!��
��
��������
�&����
���2�������&
���
��	
�
����7����

� '��) ��� �
��	
�
����� 	���� !�
��3� 4�� 
�� 
	
���
�(�
� �
���
�
��	
�
����� 
�� 
� �����
� ����
�����
� 	��� 
�� ���!��
��
��������
��
���	�

���
��
�������
����2������7�

� 
���

� '4) 
���������
����2�������	���&�����
����
�������
��	
�
 ��������

� �

��� ������2������� 
�
�� 
��� ��&�2������2������� 
 ��&�����

��� �
��� ��� 	�

��3� ��� ��� 
��� �
��� �	� 
� ���

�� 4���
 �A���
�����
������
B���&�2������2������3�
���2�������4���!������� 

����

NOTE:  2.2(18)(b) means where a lamp from a production vehicle is fitted, the lamp must always 
be from a later-model vehicle, and not an older vehicle, so that the lighting performance of 
the modified vehicle is always increased, not decreased, as a result of the lamp retro-
fitment. 
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NOTE 1: A low volume vehicle certifier may accept receipt of documented evidence that the vehicle 
has been approved for a WOF or COF by an Authorised Vehicle Inspector as verification 
of compliance with 2.2(19)(b). 

NOTE 2: In order to comply with 2.2(19), it will usually be necessary to either replace the old 
factory-supplied lens with unpatterned clear glass, or remove the lens from the new 
headlamp, so that the new lamp reflector and bulb projects directly through the old lens. 

� ,���	��	��
	��������

���'�*)� �� ��&� 2������ 2������� �
�� 4�� 	�

��� &�
�� ��� ��
���� ��
��
���3�
���2�����
�

6�

� '
)  
����!����&�
����!�����

����4�
��
�
�2

���
�����2� ���
��	�

��� ��
��
��� 
����4����� ��
�� ����
���3� 
��� �������
 
��� 
���
��
��
���7�
���

� '4) ��� 
��� �2��
� �	� 
� 	
������ �	� 
��� ����
����� 
�

� ��2� �� 
���
�
������
��
���������

��!�����
���7�

� '�) 
��� �
��� 
����4����� �
�� 4�� ��2��� ��
�3� 
��� &����
���
��� ���

��� ��3� 
����� ����

��!� ����
����� &�
���
�

��������	�
����7�
���

� '��) 
����
����&�����
�����������

���

� ���#	������
	��������

���'��)� �� ��
��
��� 	�

��� 
�� 
� ��&� 2������ 2������� � 
�� 4�� ����
���
����
���
�������4�� 
��� �
������&������ 
�� �&�2��� ��� 
��� � ���>��

�� ��
��3�
���2�����
�

6�

� '
)  �����
����
�� 4�
����
��
����
���
4���
���&�2��7�
�� �

� '4) 
��������� 4�
����
��
�������
���	�/��7�
���

� '�)  
��� ��
��
��� 
��!����
� ���
�� 
��� 2���4���
�� �������� ��
��
�����	���� ��� �&������ 
��� �&���"� �&����
�
����
������&������
���
���
����
�
�!�
 
��
������
�����

� 5	��������������*����+�

���'��)� ��4��4�	�

��� 
�� 
� ��
��
��� ��� 
� ��&�2����� �2������� ���
�4�� �	� 
�

���� 
�

� ��� ����

�4��� &�
�� 
��� 4��4� ������3� �
��� � �����!3� 
���
������



�������������	
�����
��������������������������
��� 
�����	
�
�����  �����+��!�"��

#��������	
�����
���������
�����$$��
��
����%��&�� � ���'����������

NOTE 1:  2.2(22) refers in particular to the fitting of HID (high intensity discharge) bulbs to normal 
lamps. HID bulbs are not compatible with regular lamps, as this combination greatly 
increases levels of glare to other road users, and therefore HID bulbs must not be retro-
fitted to housings not designed for use with HID bulbs. 

NOTE 2: Fitment of quartz halogen bulbs into regular lamps are generally a successful, and 
therefore acceptable, retro-fitment.  However, the wattage of any headlamp bulb should 
not exceed 65 watts. 
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NOTE 1:  2.3(6)(d) means that the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the tyre is less than 
the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the vehicle. 

NOTE 2:  All lamps fitted to a low volume vehicle must be positioned as far toward the outer edges 
of the vehicle as practicable, so as to reasonably indicate to other road users, at night, 
the approximate width of the vehicle. 
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NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.3(14)(d). 
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NOTE 1:  2.3(15)(b) requires that where a lamp from a production vehicle is fitted, the lamp must 
always be from a later-model vehicle, and not an older vehicle, so that the lighting 
performance of the modified vehicle is always increased, and not decreased, as a result 
of the lamp retro-fitment. 

NOTE 2:  The application of aluminium tape referred to in 2.3(15)(c)(i) is successful only where the 
body of the housing is flat or tapered.  Where a bulb sits within a deep recess in the 
housing with predominantly vertical sides, a reflector disc should be installed rather than 
tape. 
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NOTE 1:  If a stop-lamp lens is custom-made from a part of an OE lamp from a production vehicle, 
and the custom-made stop-lamp lens does not incorporate the approved standards 
markings from the OE lens, the remainder of the OE lens from which the custom-made 
stop-lamp lens is cut should be retained and made available to the LVV certifier in order 
to verify to the LVV certifier the origin of the custom-made lens. 

NOTE 2:  Where 2.3(18)(b) applies, the LVVTA should be consulted to confirm the suitability of the 
material. 
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NOTE: Over-intensity is an inherent potential problem with a custom-manufactured LED array 
lamp, and such a lamp cannot be correctly assessed without photometric laboratory testing 
on a case-by-case basis. 
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NOTE: In addition to the requirements specified in 2.4(2) and 2.4(3), the New Zealand entry 
compliance process requires that any MA-class vehicle (irrespective of age) first registered 
in New Zealand on or after 1 January 1990 must be fitted with a high-mounted stop-lamp. 
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NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.4(10)(a)(iii). 
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NOTE 1: If a high-mounted stop-lamp lens is custom-made from a part of an OE lamp from a 
production vehicle, and the custom-made high-mounted stop-lamp lens does not 
incorporate the approved standards markings from the OE lens, the remainder of the OE 
lens from which the custom-made high-mounted stop-lamp lens is cut should be retained 
and made available to the LVV certifier in order to verify the origin of the custom-made 
lens. 

NOTE 2: Where 2.4(12)(b) applies, the LVVTA should be consulted to confirm the suitability of the 
material. 
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NOTE: Over-intensity is an inherent potential problem with a custom-manufactured LED array 
lamp, and such a lamp cannot be correctly assessed without photometric laboratory testing 
on a case-by-case basis. 
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NOTE 1:  2.5(8)(d) means that the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the tyre is less than 
the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the vehicle. 

NOTE 2:  All lamps fitted to a low volume vehicle must be positioned as far toward the outer edges 
of the vehicle as practicable, so as to reasonably indicate to other road users, at night, 
the approximate width of the vehicle. 
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NOTE:  A direction-indicator incorporated within the rearward-facing position-lamp is the standard 
system that has been used in the American automobile industry for over 50 years. 
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NOTE: the 80 degree visibility requirement in 2.5(18)(ii) may be met by the fitment of an automotive 
side repeater lamp which may use bulbs of less output than as specified in 2.5(16).�
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NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.5(19)(d). 
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NOTE 1:  2.5(20)(b) requires that where a lamp from a production vehicle is fitted, the lamp must 
always be from a later-model vehicle, and not an older vehicle, so that the lighting 
performance of the modified vehicle is always increased, and not decreased, as a result 
of the lamp retro-fitment. 

NOTE 2:  The application of aluminium tape referred to in 2.5(20)(c)(i) is successful only where the 
body of the housing is flat or tapered.  Where a bulb sits within a deep recess in the 
housing with predominantly vertical sides, a reflector disc should be installed rather than 
tape. 
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NOTE 1:  If a direction-indicator lamp lens is custom-made from a part of an OE lamp from a 
production vehicle, and the custom-made direction-indicator lamp lens does not 
incorporate the approved standards markings from the OE lens, the remainder of the 
OE lens from which the custom-made direction-indicator lamp lens is cut should be 
retained and made available to the LVV certifier in order to verify to the LVV certifier the 
origin of the custom-made lens. 

NOTE 2:  Where 2.5(23)(b) applies, the LVVTA should be consulted to confirm the suitability of the 
material. 
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NOTE: Over-intensity is an inherent potential problem with a custom-manufactured LED array 
lamp, and such a lamp cannot be correctly assessed without photometric laboratory testing 
on a case-by-case basis. 
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NOTE 1:  2.6(5)(d) means that the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the tyre is less than 
the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the vehicle. 

NOTE 2:  All lamps fitted to a low volume vehicle must be positioned as far toward the outer edges 
of the vehicle as practicable, so as to reasonably indicate to other road users, at night, 
the approximate width of the vehicle. 
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NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.6(14)(d). 
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NOTE 1:  2.6(15)(b) requires that where a lamp from a production vehicle is fitted, the lamp must 
always be from a later-model vehicle, and not an older vehicle, so that the lighting 
performance of the modified vehicle is always increased, and not decreased, as a result 
of the lamp retro-fitment. 

NOTE 2:  The application of aluminium tape referred to in 2.6(15)(c)(i) is successful only where the 
body of the housing is flat or tapered.  Where a bulb sits within a deep recess in the 
housing with predominantly vertical sides, a reflector disc should be installed rather than 
tape. 
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NOTE 1:  If a forward-facing position-lamp lens is custom-made from a part of an OE lamp from a 
production vehicle, and the custom-made forward-facing position-lamp lens does not 
incorporate the approved standards markings from the OE lens, the remainder of the OE 
lens from which the custom-made forward-facing position-lamp lens is cut should be 
retained and made available to the LVV certifier in order to verify to the LVV certifier the 
origin of the custom-made lens. 

NOTE 2:  Where 2.6(18)(b) applies, the LVVTA should be consulted to confirm the suitability of the 
material. 
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NOTE: Over-intensity is an inherent potential problem with a custom-manufactured LED array 
lamp, and such a lamp cannot be correctly assessed without photometric laboratory testing 
on a case-by-case basis. 
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NOTE 1:  2.7(5)(d) means that the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the tyre is less than 
the distance from the lamp to the centreline of the vehicle. 

NOTE 2:  All lamps fitted to a low volume vehicle must be positioned as far toward the outer edges 
of the vehicle as practicable, so as to reasonably indicate to other road users, at night, 
the approximate width of the vehicle. 
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NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.7(13)(d). 

� ;	�������%������ ��������������� �����	�� %���� �������� ���
#	
���	��

���'��)� �� 	��
���
�4��4� ��
�&
�� 	
���!� ����
��� �
�� � 
�

� ����� ��
� ���
�

�� 
����2��� �

��
��� �����	���� ��� �&<��+�� �
�� 4�� 	�

��� 
�� 
� ��&�
2������2����������2�����
�

�
����
��6�

� '
)  ��
���6�

� '�) &
�� 	�

��� 
�� 
� ������
���� 2������� 
�� ���!��
��
��������
�&����
���2�������&
���
��	
�
����7����

� '��) ��������

��� 
� ����� 
�

� ��� �
��	
�
����� 	���� !�
��3�
4�� 
�� 
	
���
�(�
� �
��� �
��	
�
����� 
�� 
� �����
�
����
�����
� 	��� 
�� ���!��
�� ��������
� �
��� 	�

��� 
��

�������
����2������7�

� 
���



�������������	
�����
��������������������������
��� 
�����	
�
�����  ����*���!�"��

#��������	
�����
���������
�����$$��
��
����%��&�� � ���'����������

� '4) 
���������
����2�������	���&�����
����
�������
��	
�
 ��������

� �

��� ������2������� 
�
�� 
��� ��&�2������2������� 
 ��&�����

��� �
��� ��� 	�

��3� ��� ��� 
��� �
��� �	� 
� ���

�� 4���
 � ��&�
2������2������3�
���2�������4���!�������

��7�
���

� '�)  ���
����
����	�
��
���
�

��������
���������

��
���	� ��
������
��	���
������� ������!�4������ 
���4��43� 
��� �
��� ��� �� ��	����

�� �
/������ �
�� ��
��
�� ���	���
���� 
����!�� �����
���!� 
���

����
��	���	���
�����!�
3�4����
���6�

� '�) ��2����!� 
��� 	
��� �	� 
��� �
��� ������!� 4������ 
���
4��4�&�
����	���
�2��
���������

��7����

� '��) ���

����!�
���	���
��������4������
���4��4��

NOTE 1:  2.7(14)(b) requires that where a lamp from a production vehicle is fitted, the lamp must 
always be from a later-model vehicle, and not an older vehicle, so that the lighting 
performance of the modified vehicle is always increased, and not decreased, as a result 
of the lamp retro-fitment. 

NOTE 2:  The application of aluminium tape referred to in 2.7(14)(c)(i) is successful only where the 
body of the housing is flat or tapered.  Where a bulb sits within a deep recess in the 
housing with predominantly vertical sides, a reflector disc should be installed rather than 
tape. 
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NOTE 1:  If a rearward-facing position-lamp lens is custom-made from a part of an OE lamp from a 
production vehicle, and the custom-made rearward-facing position-lamp lens does not 
incorporate the approved standards markings from the OE lens, the remainder of the OE 
lens from which the custom-made rearward-facing position-lamp lens is cut should be 
retained and made available to the LVV certifier in order to verify to the LVV certifier the 
origin of the custom-made lens. 

NOTE 2:  Where 2.7(17)(b) applies, the LVVTA should be consulted to confirm the suitability of the 
material. 
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NOTE: Over-intensity is an inherent potential problem with a custom-manufactured LED array 
lamp, and such a lamp cannot be correctly assessed without photometric laboratory testing 
on a case-by-case basis. 
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NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.8(8)(d). 
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NOTE 1:  If a rear registration-plate illumination-lamp lens is custom-made from a part of an OE 
lamp from a production vehicle, and the custom-made rear registration illumination lamp 
lens does not incorporate the approved standards markings from the OE lens, the 
remainder of the OE lens from which the custom-made rear registration illumination lamp 
lens is cut should be retained and made available to the LVV certifier in order to verify to 
the LVV certifier the origin of the custom-made lens. 

NOTE 2:  Where 2.8(10)(b) applies, the LVVTA should be consulted to confirm the suitability of the 
material. 
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NOTE: Over-intensity is an inherent potential problem with a custom-manufactured LED array 
lamp, and such a lamp cannot be correctly assessed without photometric laboratory testing 
on a case-by-case basis. 
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NOTE 1:  2.9(6)(d) means that the distance from the retro-reflector to the centreline of the tyre is 
less than the distance from the retro-reflector to the centreline of the vehicle. 

NOTE 2:  All retro-reflectors fitted to a low volume vehicle must be positioned as far toward the 
outer edges of the vehicle as practicable, so as to reasonably indicate to other road 
users, at night, the approximate width of the vehicle. 
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NOTE: ‘DOT’ markings confirm compliance with an FMVSS Standard listed in 2.9(11)(d). 
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NOTE 1:  2.9(12)(b) requires that where a lamp from a production vehicle is fitted, the lamp must 
always be from a later-model vehicle, and not an older vehicle, so that the lighting 
performance of the modified vehicle is always increased, and not decreased, as a result 
of the lamp retro-fitment. 
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NOTE 1:  If a retro-reflector is custom-made from a part of an OE lamp from a production vehicle, 
and the custom-made retro-reflector does not incorporate the approved standards 
markings from the OE lens, the remainder of the OE lens from which the custom-made 
retro-reflector is cut should be retained and made available to the LVV certifier in order to 
verify to the LVV certifier the origin of the custom-made lens. 

NOTE 2:  Where 2.9(13)(b) applies, the LVVTA should be consulted to confirm the suitability of the 
material. 
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NOTE:  A low-wattage decorative hood ornament may only be fitted to a vehicle for which a valid 
Vintage Car Club of New Zealand ‘Lighting Equipment Endorsement’ is issued. 
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NOTE:  A blue roof-mounted towing-lamp was a common new car dealer-installed accessory 
during the 1940s to 1960s, to signal to other motorists that a trailer was being towed. 
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