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SAFETY ALERT

Counterfeit Full-harness Seatbelts

Counterfeit full-harness seatbelts have been discovered for sale online. These non-genuine seatbelts
are fraudulently labeled with ‘FIA Homologation’. The quality of these safety-critical products is sub-
standard and their performance in the event of an accident is unkown.

Careful attention must be paid when purchasing or inspecting full-harness seatbelts.

Identifying counterfeit belts unfortunately is not easy.
Indicating features of a fake Takata harness are the labels  [itdiortudneriaill

reverse side of the label) that the

material and positioning. Genuine Takata labels are made |kt

or silver ribbon, and not green

from green ribbon, not white or silver with green printing e e 3618 3
on the front. Also, the location of the Homologation label il e alote et | FIA B-214 1198 B
on both shoulder straps should be attached within 20cm of ; " 2]5.1‘)9! 5
the buckle tongue. This should put the label below where et " B
the strap adjuster is on the shoulder straps. But, on a
counterfeit Takata harness identified by MotorSport NZ,

the label was well above the strap adjuster.

Look closely at the label at right,

Macufactueer >

Takata have released a statement regarding the sale of
imitation Takata harnesses. To follow are their findings
after testing the belts:

“Recently there have been a number of fake/counterfeit or “replica” TAKATA Racing harnesses sold
worldwide. Takata has purchased some of these illegal belts and tested them against industry standards.
These products are unsafe and do not meet the FIA strength or crash testing requirements and should
not be purchased or re-sold.”

In an alert release by MotorSport New Zealand, they suggest
only buying such items through a manufacturer-approved
agent. They also suggest, should you decide to purchase
something online, to consider the following:

e Isthe price too good to be true?
e Does the packaging look genuine (is it barcoded)?
e Do the labels and serial numbers look correct?

e |[f certified to the FIA standard and manufactured from
01/01/2013, is there a hologram sticker on the left
shoulder strap?

Careful attention must be paid when purchasing and inspecting full-harness seatbelts. Purchase
through manufacturer approved agents only.

Low Volume Vehicle Technical Association Page 1 of 1

@info@iwta.org.nz @www.lvwta.org.nz (@04 238 4343




