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  SAFETY ALERT 

Non-Compliant Aftermarket Seat Belts 
 

 
The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) has issued an alert advising of non-compliant aftermarket 
seatbelts which have been found to fail during testing and so do not meet an approved safety 
standard. 
 
This affects only lap and diagonal retractable seatbelts that have labels indicating they have been 
manufactured by Changzhou BWD and imported and distributed by Business Ventures Limited (BVL). 
This does not apply to other seatbelts distributed by BVL or manufactured by other suppliers. 
 
The affected belts have been supplied to members of 
the public through mainstream automotive supply 
stores as well as installed into vehicles by specialist 
seat and seatbelt installation businesses. As many 
vans, including those used as taxis, are often fitted 
with aftermarket seats and seat belts, owners of these 
vehicles should be extremely vigilant in their 
inspection to ensure they’re not affected.  
 
NZTA is advising people that if BVL/Changzhou BWD 
seatbelts are fitted in their vehicle’s driver seat 
position that they do not use their vehicle until 
replacements are fitted. If fitted in other seating 
positions, the advice is not to allow passengers to use 
those seats. It has also instructed vehicle inspectors to 
fail a vehicle for its warrant of fitness (WoF) or 
certificate of fitness (CoF) inspection if these seatbelts 
are identified in a vehicle. 
 

The labels indicating the seatbelt’s manufacture can be found 
on the lower inner end of the seat belts — generally between 
the seat and the door in passenger cars. It’s essential that 
vehicle owners check both tags. The affected belts will have 
BWD printed on them, as shown in the photo above. 
 
If vehicle owners and operators have a vehicle fitted with the 
affected belts, they should contact the retailer they purchased 
it from immediately.  If vehicle owners have purchased a 
vehicle with the seatbelts already fitted, NZTA recommend 
they talk to BVL directly. 

 
Full details on the NZTA alert can be found on NZTA’s website here: 
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/vehicles/vehicle-safety-alerts/bvlchangzhou-bwd-retrofitted-seatbelts/ 
Enquiries or questions related to this issue should be directed to the Transport Agency on 0800 699 000. 
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