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SAFETY ALERT

Faulty Threads on Aftermarket Suspension Arms

During an LVV certification inspection, an LVV Certifier identified an unbranded, aftermarket adjustable
upper control arm (arm), exhibiting excessive movement within all of the threaded sections. The
threads on these arms are incorrectly manufactured, making the arms unsafe.

These aftermarket unbranded suspension arms (pictured) cannot be LVV certified.

Pictured above is the adjustable arm previously fitted to the front of an R32 Nissan Skyline. Although the
arm doesn’t feature any obvious visual defects, the thread on this arm allows for excessive movement
between the male and female threaded sections, both the adjustable sections, and the lock nuts, even with
20 or so threads engaged. This arm is an example of the very poor-quality and unsafe suspension products
widely available for purchase, usually via the internet. Vehicle owners and modifiers are urged to source
known high-quality aftermarket brands from reputable New Zealand-based suppliers.

If a vehicle owner is unable to provide evidence that the arm is from a reputable manufacturer, a thorough
inspection is required by an LVV Certifier before approval for LVV certification can be given or declined.
Excessive movement between threads cannot be identified with the arms in situ without loosening off the
jamb-nuts, or possibly completely disconnecting one end of the arm from the vehicle, to remove all loads
from the threads. Therefore, loosening, or disassembly, may be required in order to make a full assessment.

Without acceptable documented evidence that the arm is from a reputable manufacturer, such
aftermarket suspension arms must either:

(a) be loosened to remove load and inspected to establish thread quality, or

(b) where this doesn’t enable a proper determination to be made, or an LVV Certifier has doubts about
the arm quality, be removed from the vehicle and thoroughly examined before LVV certification
approval can be given.
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